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COMMISSIONER’S MEETING 
ESPARTO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

16960 YOLO AVE 
ESPARTO, CA 95627 

 
August 14, 2025 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Mitch Roath.   
 

2. Roll Call 
Members present: Mitch Roath, John Hulsman and Barry Burns. 
Absent: Rudy Lucero and Dave Schwenger 
Other present:  Chief Curtis Lawrence and Monica Burns, Secretary to the Board 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 

A motion was made by Commissioner Burns and seconded by Commissioner Hulsman to approve 
the agenda. 
Ayes:  3     Noes:  0     Absent:  2 

 
4. Public Comment  

None 
 

5. Board Member Communications 
None 

 
6. Consider and Approve Appointment of Best Best & Krieger LLP as Legal Counsel 

Brian Hughes from Best Best & Krieger LLP introduced himself and answered all questions 
regarding the appointment and contract for serving as the District’s legal counsel.  A motion was 
made by Commissioner Burns and seconded by Commissioner Hulsman to appoint Best Best & 
Krieger LLP as the District’s legal counsel and directed Chief Lawrence to sign the contract with 
Best Best & Krieger LLP.  
Ayes:  3     Noes:  0     Absent:  2 
 

7. Convene to Closed Session 
Potential Litigation (§ 54956.9) 
Commissioner Mitch Roath convened the meeting to Closed Session at 6:08 p.m. 
 

8.  Reconvene to Open Sessions 
Commissioner Mitch Roath reconvened the meeting to Open Session at 6:34 pm.  Commissioner Roath 
reported that no action was taken in Closed Session. 
 

9. Approve Minutes of July 10, 2025 Regular Meeting 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hulsman and seconded by Commissioner Burns to approve 
the July 10, 2025 minutes.  
Ayes:  3     Noes:  0     Absent:  2 
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10. Approve Payment of August 14, 2025 Claims 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hulsman and seconded by Commissioner Burns to approve 
the August 14, 2025 claims. 
Ayes:  3     Noes:  0     Absent:  2 
 

11. Review Claims Paid July 17, 2025 and July 24, 2025 
Monica Burns advised that, until Yolo County’s Department of Financial Services finalizes the 
2024-25 fiscal year, the monthly 2025-26 financial reports will be unavailable.  However, all claims 
paid in between Board meetings will be brought to the Board for review.  The claims paid on July 
17, 2025 and July 24, 2025 were reviewed by the Board. 
 

12. Review and Approve Revised FY 2025-26 Budget 
A motion was made by Commissioner Burns and seconded by Commission Hulsman to adopt the 
Revised Fiscal Year 2025-26 Budget with total financial sources of $1,254,947 and funding the 
General Reserve with local property tax income. 
Ayes:  3     Noes:  0     Absent:  2 

 
13. Review and Approve the Following Job Descriptions: 

A. Firefighter 
B. Fire Engineer 
C. Fire Lieutenant 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hulsman and seconded by Commissioner Burns to approve 
all job descriptions with the correction to the Firefighter’s job description of adding Fire Captain 
under the Supervision Received and Exercised section. 
Ayes:  3     Noes:  0     Absent:  2 
 

14. Fire District’s Sustainability Ad Hoc Committee 
There was no update. 
 

15. Yolo County Fire Safe Council 
A. Updates 

There was no update. 
B. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association 

Chief Lawrence advised that he has received requests from three landowners for property 
burns after their successful burn earlier this summer. 
 

16. Staff Reports 
A. Office – Monica Burns reported that work continues on board policies with the possibility of 

having one or two on the September board agenda. 
B. Building & Maintenance Report – Chief Lawrence reported that Engine 19’s mechanical issue 

is still being worked on. 
C. Chief’s Report – Chief Lawrence reported that: 

a. He will be working to fill the two positions funded by the approval of Proposition 218; 
b. He will be providing a Will-Service letter for the Story subdivision; 
c. He has delayed working on the ISO rating process at this time; 
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d. He contacted the Yolo County Building Department regarding new development fire 
inspections.  The Yolo County Building Department will be the signatory for all new 
development fire inspections for the foreseeable future. This agreement has been 
documented via emails between Chief Lawrence and the Yolo County Building 
Department. 

e. Fire calls have been typical for this time of year; and 
f. Work on the Lexipol policies and procedures has been paused but he hopes to restart 

work on this soon. 
 

17. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Commissioner Burns and seconded by Commissioner Hulsman to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:09 p.m. 
Ayes:  3     Noes:  0     Absent:  0 
 
 

  
  
    Monica Burns  
Printed Name  Secretary to the Board 
 
  
Title     


